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Iran war,

economy

pull down
Trump

President polls his highest
disapproval mark, fueling
GOP’s midterm fears

Y Scorr CLEMENT
AND Dax Barz

Six months ahead of the No-

-ans disapprove of his
handling of the situation with
ran by 66 percent to 33 percent.
His rating on the economy has
declined by seven points, to 34
I b B g e
approval rating on
lon has e v potoks 1
Uabe s o7 e il s
lowest rating comes on percey
tions of his handiing of the
general cost of living, with 23
Irens e s

s overal sppraral
stands 57 percent largely ¢ he
Same as the 39 percent
February. Bat his disapproval

the high-

Trapped in a kill zone for 177 day
his wife’s voice wa

n soldier is Iying on 2
cold cement floor.
His beard is long, his hair matted. His

intreated concussions.

Democracy Dies in Darkness

A Ukrainian soldier

his lifeline

bulletlodgedin his right knee.
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U.S. to
guide
vessels
in strait

TRUMP UNCLEAR ON
TASK’S PARAMETERS

Iran's Hormuz closure has
stranded ships for weeks
v Dax Duaa
Anp Kamzs DEYOUNG

President Donald Trump sai
the

gesture
countries

fims of circum-

formally ending the hostilities
between the US. and Iran
have rattled jon.

‘Trump did not provide details
‘about the plan, what actions the

traded voice memos,
aided by a commander,
as he rougm to survive

est of his two terms in office.

56 percent. His approval rating

voices on the ather side of the wall. He
ot

‘Senum Kororenuk

pes they.

ingjusta few yards away. He wants noth-
ing more than to help him survive.

1o escape. The phone net-

works and roads e destroyed. The fields

Iiniing bacigation st the
US-Mexico border (45 perce
Eopmural ad 54 vt
proval). His ratings for handling
immigration overall are worse at
reent_approving and 59
percent _disapprovineg, ly
changed from 40 percent positive

Roman hides in a comer. By o he

second-largest city, Kharkiv, 45 miles to
the southwest.

men arived separately — Roman
in March 2025, Andri in July. They came
the same way,crossing the narrow Voveha

routes through the strait or take
ore active measures.

‘The White House did not im-
mediately respond to questions
about the logistics and US. mili-
tayiss.

. a key waterway off
thecout et ran, b been closed

o shipping, which has trapped
o, erblzes and petroteumn b
ucts in the

en up energy prices worldwide.
An_estimated 2,000 ships have
been trapped since Iran closed

ed. The closest river that runs through Vovehansk and
15 e e i et
ions farther north in the.
Roman Mongold.
Heis3s. Roman Mongold, pinned down A i T
Itis at d he has been
trapped since March, deep inside what onths, works on a training launched a surprise attack.  Slowly,
Ukrainian troops call “the kill zone” 3 ground in November, imy
no-mansland between the lines that  the knowledge he gained on the Unlike other stretches of battlefield,
i

ot 6 pefierin 1l the
wn blockade

What’s really ailing American politics?

Ten small-town strangers spanning the ideological spec|rum came together on a surprising solution

BY Casey Parks

rather spend their Friday night
at home or the local tavern
bout what Radcliffe consid-
exed one ofthe county’s thorni-
esti
m  Radelifl was the hopeful
He had traveled three days
2nd 355 miles to_diseuss the
urban-rural divide, and he re-
Tosed o believe’ hed spent
oney for
ulled a tan cowboy
hat low on his forehead, then he

‘group of aging volunteers
strode into the building.
inside, found  wom:

p 10 plastic chairs in a room the
size of a cafeteria. Jessica
Richelderfer Wheeler told the
out-of-towners she could trace
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Iranian ports, causing a standoff

Mysterious organ could

thou

Studies highlight thymus
gland’s potential role in
longevity, battling cancer

Y Caroryy Y. Jomxsox

For_decades,
two-lobed organ nestled behind
st el iy
looked by most physicians, ‘It was completely assumed
be a largely useless
lump for most of human life: the  vant;
ymus.

‘ancient Greeks posited

this knob o issue migh be the
of the soul.

Lvsns 2 Nobel lawreatedis

be key regulator of aging

recasting the thymus from a bit
player o a potent regulator of

ing and immune health across
the lifespan.

Studies highlight the crucial
role it might play in longevity, as
wellas protecting against cancer,
autoimmune disease and cz
vascular risk, The work has igni
ed interest in finding ways to
e the i, dow s

better understand its

a mysterious,

the thymus would become irrele-

said Hugo Aerts, director

of the Artificial Intelligence in
Medicine Program at Mass

. In studies pub-

In the early lished in Nat
leagues found that people with a

of no very
Today, scie
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cells, “an evolutionary accident
great si
ntists know the thy-

Dlays an essential role in

likely
to develop lung cancer or to die
ignificance”  of heart disease — or any cause.
They also_responded better to
cancer immunotherapy treat-

setting up a functioning immune  ments.
System in childhood, but then
s o ety et it
lescence in pubs
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tions remain: Is the
thyms the drver of these im
proved health outcomes or an
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Trump administration

“Devil Wears Prada”

all-male book club in
Maryland, reading has

acourt to block the T

from moving forward with plans that could
shutter D.C.s East Potomac Golf Links. €7

Correspondents” dinner A US. attorney said

ball

assailant shot at a Secret Service officer. A4

i evidence shows that the alleged aformer T
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Steps to redraw their
comgressional maps. 12
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to meet with Pope Leo
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Ukrainian soldier survives dire experience to return home

in fields and along tree lines, the

took the bullet to his knee.

his commander a voice note fro:

radio to Roman.

tnaying bis tone bis
breath, i cad o
passe some kel of realty rom

i
gu
g

ebethepetage s

S e it

tion of Russian drones.
L, e Utrainian solders
hoingthe in n Vovehansk
know the nly way out s the way
.y came in — a treacherousjour-
ey the river, and one that

Rave thermal tmaging 1o 1 st
night.

x years into Rusias full

Troop st
tions e and e wbigiltons
lowfying drones see targets in

s are feluctant 10 order retreat

g
g
5

cBough supplicsforaew daysar
incresingy stuck for weeks or
‘months ata time

hraine’ commander in chief,
Gen. Oleksandr Syrskyi, signed an
order last weel
from staying in combat positions
for more than two months at a

‘and Valeriia. He longed for their
oy sistilor apartment and
the way their fluffy Pomeranian,
Bonnie, always met hlm it a8
he got home

family busines. e D e
cabinets and door

can make that order difficult to
enoree.
uny Ukrainian troops were
d, wounded or killed in
vnm..mk that by ae ast s
brigade stopped.
Teming nem sclioe o oo

he avoided
immediate _deployment to_the
front and was chosen to join a
course on Bradleys,the US, figh-

ing vehicles that are among th
& most efective in the

As autumn set in, Roman was

‘But Roman was still there.

\year earlier, draft officers
/\ confronted Roman onastreet
in the western city of Truskavets,
some 700 miles from the front
lne

Bradleys, keeping him far from
Th

active fighting. Then in Marc
2025, he was abruptly ordered to
join Ukraine’s 57th M In

fantry Brigade and report to the

thumping aut of his chest, he
valls notis st i

n ollow oxders o sl
offinto diferent positions within

the window with a fishing net to
catch enemy drones.
On_April 3, Roman turns 35.

‘The wounded soldier dies the
next day. Soon, Zhora s killed too.

oman is sent back into the

for easy aceess to

g
H
g
g

erokedonestothesi

resunrise each day, Roman
el dengtE g
ition to keep fortifying it

work gets less lonely when a sol-
e o goes by the cal s
o clean themsetves with
wipes Drones drop rach bags

Tor thom 10 use 25 talts T

Artillery bar

ander pla
Halyna. ervoiefeelsieamia-

“ltislate May. Roman loos out
the window: Russian troops are at

where!
‘Adrone comes crashingn. The
floor col
Roman and Medic hide in
rubble. ian are
Waiching from above, th batie.
field_live-streamed onto com-

radio: Get to the factory!

and other machinery. The battle

vast ruin of brick buildings that

The Roman's commander and asks
me groceries. It was their b Ukraine. Russia seized
e eroiii
: Ulosine, per That
petaly outmanmes kup truck drops Roman  drone fies into the net. Roman
unned, was despernte i lnuz ther sldiers - cal
ps. Two and a half years had and B Chraine on Nor. 1720

Many of Ukraine’s most
SEiled selders had been wound-
ed or killed. Others were in
perte et of vt of the
front line.

“Tofill the gaps, Kyiv began con-
scripting 30,000 new soldiers
each month.

Roman is carrying four bottles
of water, several cans of food, a
fist aid kit,a few chocolate bars,
10 boves of cigarettes, twolighters,
afew grenades amilttoo, ros:
extra ammo for
e

for

slams into the window, then

{bird and a fourth. The Kitchen

for collapses. They are covered
debris.

In the basement, Rom:

s B s o i s St

‘anda piece ofpipe.

in the remaining wall and climb
Theytake

He was fitted for a camouflage

svest, and he
asks God to return safely to her,
th

Rohan, 2 reference 1o a valiant
kingdom of horse riders in The

eyes, which haven't changed since
they metas teenagers 21 years ago.
o

learn
from the radio that the Soldier

B s i e b
G the night of Apri 6, they
Giffer-

The month he spent in basic
trining was one f the ongest
times he een away from
S o et iy A

x

Taallystoe heshear and e
herat1s.
‘After crossing the river, heart

er treat his wounded comrade,
Roman to help Hunter hold his
position nearby.

Songold hows & handwriten note from bis wite, Halyna,
ek e carried with i o he romaine

Each week, Roman Mongold and his wife,
Halyna, exchanged messages. She listened

again and again, analyzing his tone,

his breath, his cadence, trying to parse
some kernel of reality from his claims
that everything was okay.

ere, Roman's mental clock is
Rty tead.He thinks of the
mixed-up lines of control as a
Chessboard: Russan, Ukrainan,
Russian, Ukrainias

factory campex that are sl

anding.
Romanand Mediefnda hiding
place under a setof sais
i namea Pohaa,or ‘Bumbe.
bee; joins th

Eact vatches
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man shots some of them.
Omen explode as the mines they
detonate - before

ey the radiothat Sip-
er and Hunter are under constant

tell him they both survive. But the
Russians take theirold position, at
5on Roman's batlefield clock.

A Russian tank fires several
dozen shells a day. Roman moves
ithin_the factory.

Stayingstillis how others die.
Debris from a drone sirike
reaks Romans fingers. Medic is

rotated out, but a drone hits him
on his way, just as he is close to
safety. His leg shatters, but he

In the factory, the days start to
blur. Roman's hands shake; he hy-

A soldier mamed. varoma is
£\ sent o replace Medic. He and
‘Roman take turns keeping watch
at night They tell Pchola to keep
himself busy making them

‘meals and.
Sonthome Theyampien e
see stray cats stalking the halls,
their eyes wide and glowing in the
dark.

misses his daughter's
14th birthday, then his son's 18th
ree days lat

TIL il you' Sometimes they
shout back.

‘Roman kills and kills and kills.
“The factory fillswith Russian bod-
ies. He asks God for forgiveness.
He goes outside only at night to
collctsuppiesdroppedty drone,
stepping over dead Rus

The ussians lob. antitank

In carly August, Roman’ sister
gpens her spartment door in

‘Roman tiestourniguets around.
Andrifs thigh tostop the bleeding.

again.

Roman peers outside and
watches Russian troops moving in
the park below.

2 2me Ampun, Ao dle

out, he promises
will return the helmet to Andrifs

Andrifs body into the

Ror

surveillance point, where he
stays several days in the summer
heat.

orders to defend anew.

another order comes
through the radio: s his turn. He
canleave.

£54:30 10 the mornin It has

been 177 days. wear-
g Ands haimer and holding
Andifsgun.

oy o s Tt of the
actory, Away trom the bodesof

food. Away from the guilt he feels

He is running home. Home to
Halynaand her voice that has kept
him val-

eriia — and Bonnie, waiting by the
door.
“AUkrainian drone is following
rhead. His commander,
waching s feed, barks orders
r the radio, guiding Roman
e bystride
Heis wrapped in the anti-drone
cloak he stole from the Russians,
the same one he draped over An-
drii before he died.
He reaches the river. He dives

‘upthe south side oftheriver bank.
Mortars fiyin.

e runs rom heteling o an
abandoned village he
it for someane to find
asks to send one last message to
Halyna.

oman is home on the sixth
floor. His beard is gone, his
hair cutshort.
It November:
‘s been more than 30 days
since he left the hnsmm in

s They hand e e
ter stating that Ror
mmn;mamnnnnlheﬁnntlmg

the positionalone.He vatches or
S the i s

Lviv and drove
He can m.\l et hose
frst hugs, taste the pizzas they

Bonnics

‘makes contact with commanders.
He learns that Pehola survived

and pleads again or 3 way out
Andrii needs to survive. He s sup-

ordered
excited yelps.

He has told Halyna everything.
They stay up late, foreheads

d freed
He is flooded with relief — “If I
knew you were alive, T wouldn't

familyis waitingat home.
‘Roman has survived this long

7 he

commanders identiy a
routeout for Pehola, whose arms

sians and stockpiling the rations

He has been t the dentst 16

times. His back. Butthe
Dightmares have subsided. Con.
fession in his local parish helped

To escape with Andri, he will

nei e o
o the rivr and bleeds 1o Geath

e brigade sends @ new sol-

now shares with cnemy troops,

e illed and th Ustainians be
couldnt
omorsow,he willboard  ran
Keast

ings and minefields, then swim or
board an inflatable raft to cross

he will be home again. Bad news
has continued to trickle in: More

at
crouched behind a wall. Th blast

P:
home in Truskavets,

dier,a
P R

rom thei base  all undetected
by the Russian drones fited with

Pchola are buried
i e e Tt e MR R Fesantbs A st e, | dayedoihresdim ey
shouts that e will ollow with  hicountey: He dossno Thereis
ABOVE: Roman and I
Truskave. ‘mental l

‘manhears :ﬂ\ln'ynfgnnﬁle,th
silence. Yaroma
s o Bting bas
ded

mdfalsasieep

Andri dies in Roman’s arms. Roman weeps
and prays over his body. He curses Russia
and the war and their factory prison. He
pleads for God to welcome Andrii to heaven
— he tells him that unlike Roman, Andrii
didn’t even shoot anyone in Vovchansk.

Jock.
Roman and Andrii beg to re-

an knows this fourney s
imy drii cannot walk,
1 uont run. Roman s sales
than Andrit,and too weak to carry
him.

Helmmhewulnn!mnmm
but he watches the
. and nderstande there are
other places like it. Some might
even be worse.
Hethinks, ashe does mostdays,
of Andri and his helmet. How it
still sits on a shelf in his apart-
‘ment. How he couldst find the

el their commander he might
not survi

Stil, he whispers for Andrii to
stay strong. He tells him about

‘Notyet
He picks the helmet up. He
He imag-

an drones el theircommanders
there is nowhere for them to

tigh

tied around Andrifs thigh. He

picks maggots out of Andriis
llen'

soldier spots him. A bullet
chesoffthefctory vl and into
s

man hears Andrifs cries. He
s sercaming Ao e

He sees Andril, tall and broad-
shouldered, dark blond and very

painkillers. ‘much alive. He pictures him ring-
it fverand i ale fom blood ding Halyna a helmet,
“The_infectior e her . i et

e gy e
around, he sees that Andrii —
writhing from pain — has loos-
ened his_tourniquets. Roman
scolds  him, tightening  them

could.

Roman is not ready to meet
Andrif family. He might never be.
He puts the helmet back on the
shelf.




